T . AR T TN ——w s A~ ANCLT ] i
S[-)I-?classifi%e‘d‘i'n‘ Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/03/19 : CIA-RDP68-00046R000200030054A

A F j j s - o v {
| l/ " Weakness or War . "s}
‘ : Consensus of so-called “informed” oplmon is‘that}
the reshuffle of the Soviet upper. echelon is a sign of[
Soviet weakness and that there is serious trouble in-'
iternally. It is a curious fact however that in this'
cmmtry this “informed”’. oplmon all seems to stem from
those individuals who must bear the respon51b111ty forl
1 cutting our defense expenditures and for the assurance.
i that America can have more defense for less’ money.. |
’ j - There has always been serious internal trouble in
the Soviet Umon in so far as food produétion, consumer-
goods, housmg and other comforts for the people are
{concerned In fact, wherever the commumsts take over,
 these internal troubles develop as the economy is shxfted1
to heavy industry and armaments.

It f_men like_Secretary_of ~Defense Wllson had the'

sole respon51b111ty for defendmg our country, his blooper,!

tthat this present.situation is “just another little rlpple”

lmlght be terrlfymg But, he®é&xists Jin ‘a “chronic ™ con-
' [tortlon with. his foot in his mouth, and the' Congress:
'fortunate]y feels some responsibility for mamtammg
effective military estabhshments '

To dismiss the Soviet upheaval as a sxgn of weak-
ness is rash. It could mean the first move by Sowet |
leaders to moblllze the communist world for the war that,
xs 1nev1table to -crush the last strong bastlon of the capl-
‘ talist world—the United Stated ™"

. ' We cannot say that is what it does mean, but no
oné can say that 1t 1sn’t ominous. Men hke ~General
Walter Bedell Smlth no longer directly.’ in government
and no lonc'er gagged say that it is all very ommous,,
m with no. equ1vocat10n T

1t7is “agreed that Khrushchev is sohdly backed by
the marshals of the Red army, ;and that Bulganm is
!only their pdhtlcal mouthplece If there is a cr1s1s in the
Soviet Union it is a CI‘lSlS in which the Red - -army de-
:ﬁandsaextraordmary supphes of weapons and-other war
Jmaterle] The crisis .has ominous undertones such as
armmg East German Peop]es Repubhc and Red China.

Jt WO - l.be fdar. more reassuring if our own leaders
and pohcy makers had.sharéd Churchill’s reserved state-
'ment ‘that the future is veiled in obscurlty, but, had;

dlrected Americans in the meantime to stand by their

‘ ’guns and keen the powder. d,L{ : ::*%i’ i !‘ i - o
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